
Table 1. U.S. Adults Participating in the Arts: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)          Change (rate)

1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Performing arts
Music

Jazz 9.6% 10.6% 10.8% 7.8% -3.0 -1.8 -27.8% -18.8%
Classical music 13.0% 12.5% 11.6% 9.3% -2.3 -3.7 -19.8% -28.5%
Opera 3.0% 3.3% 3.2% 2.1% -1.1 -0.9 -34.4% -30.0%
Latin, Spanish, or salsa music n/a n/a n/a 4.9% n/a n/a n/a n/a

Plays
Musical plays 18.6% 17.4% 17.1% 16.7% -0.4* -1.9 -2.3%* -10.2%
Non-musical plays 11.9% 13.5% 12.3% 9.4% -2.9 -2.5 -23.6% -21.0%

Dance
Ballet 4.2% 4.7% 3.9% 2.9% -1.0 -1.3 -25.6% -31.0%
Other dance n/a 7.1% 6.3% 5.2% -1.1 n/a -17.5% n/a

Visual arts and historic sites
Art museums/galleries 22.1% 26.7% 26.5% 22.7% -3.8 +0.6* -14.3% +2.7%*
Parks/historic buildings 37.0% 34.5% 31.6% 24.9% -6.7 -12.1 -21.2% -32.7%

Festivals and fairs
Arts and crafts fair/visual arts festival 39.0% 40.7% 33.4% 24.5% -8.9 -14.5 -26.6% -37.2%
Outdoor performing arts festival n/a n/a n/a 20.8% n/a n/a n/a n/a

Literature
Novels, short stories, poetry, plays 56.9% 54.0% 46.7% 50.2% +3.5 -6.7 +7.5% -11.8%

* statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009
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Table 2a.
Percentage of U.S. Adult Population Attending Jazz, by Demographic Group: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)           Change (rate)
1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Jazz 9.6% 10.6% 10.8% 7.8% -3.0 -1.8 -27.8% -18.8%

Sex
Men 10.3% 11.9% 10.7% 7.7% -3.0 -2.6 -28.0% -25.2%
Women 9.0% 9.4% 10.8% 7.9% -2.9 -1.1 -26.9% -12.2%

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic n/a 5.9% 6.2% 3.9% -2.3 n/a -37.1% n/a
White n/a 10.5% 11.4% 8.8% -2.6 n/a -22.8% n/a
African American n/a 16.2% 12.7% 8.6% -4.1 n/a -32.3% n/a
Other n/a 5.7% 7.3% 4.0% -3.3 n/a -45.2% n/a

Age group
18-24 17.5% 11.3% 10.5% 7.3% -3.2 -10.2 -30.5% -58.3%
25-34 14.5% 13.5% 10.8% 7.7% -3.1 -6.8 -28.7% -46.9%
35-44 7.8% 12.7% 13.0% 7.2% -5.8 -0.6* -44.6% -7.7%*
45-54 7.0% 10.8% 13.9% 9.8% -4.1 2.8 -29.5% 40.0%
55-64 4.9% 8.3% 8.8% 9.7% 0.9* 4.8 10.2%* 98.0%
65-74 2.0% 6.5% 7.6% 6.1% -1.5* 4.1 -19.7%* 205.0%
75+ 1.4% 2.2% 3.9% 4.0% 0.1* 2.6 2.6%* 185.7%

Highest level of education
Grade school 1.4% 0.7% 0.9% 1.5% 0.6* 0.1* 66.7%* 7.1%*
Some high school 4.1% 2.3% 2.7% 2.4% -0.3* -1.7 -11.1%* -41.5%
High school graduate 6.8% 5.6% 5.3% 3.9% -1.4 -2.9 -26.4% -42.6%
Some college 14.9% 14.2% 12.2% 8.1% -4.1 -6.8 -33.6% -45.6%
Bachelor's degree 19.2% 20.3% 19.4% 13.7% -5.7 -5.5 -29.4% -28.6%
Graduate school 19.6% 24.6% 24.0% 17.4% -6.6 -2.2* -27.5% -11.2%*

*statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009



Table 2b.
Percentage of U.S. Adult Population Attending Classical Music, by Demographic Group: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)           Change (rate)
1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Classical music 13.0% 12.5% 11.6% 9.3% -2.3 -3.7 -19.8% -28.5%

Sex
Men 11.3% 11.5% 10.3% 8.5% -1.8 -2.8 -17.5% -24.8%
Women 14.5% 13.4% 12.7% 10.0% -2.7 -4.5 -21.3% -31.0%

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic n/a 5.7% 5.5% 3.8% -1.7* n/a -30.9%* n/a
White n/a 14.0% 13.7% 11.3% -2.4 n/a -17.5% n/a
African American n/a 6.9% 4.5% 4.3% -0.2* n/a -4.4%* n/a
Other n/a 12.3% 10.3% 8.8% -1.5* n/a -14.6%* n/a

Age group
18-24 11.0% 10.3% 7.8% 6.9% -0.9* -4.1 -11.5%* -37.3%
25-34 13.0% 10.1% 9.0% 7.0% -2.0 -6.0 -22.2% -46.2%
35-44 16.4% 12.4% 10.7% 8.9% -1.8 -7.5 -16.8% -45.7%
45-54 14.8% 16.8% 15.2% 10.2% -5.0 -4.6 -32.9% -31.1%
55-64 12.8% 15.3% 15.6% 11.6% -4.0 -1.2* -25.6% -9.4%*
65-74 12.1% 14.0% 12.5% 12.2% -0.3* 0.1* -2.4%* -0.8%*
75+ 7.1% 8.4% 9.5% 9.7% 0.2* 2.6* 2.1%* 36.6%*

Highest level of education
Grade school 1.9% 1.8% 1.5% 1.8% 0.3* -0.1* 20.0%* -5.3%*
Some high school 3.9% 2.9% 1.9% 2.3% 0.4* -1.6 21.1%* -41.0%
High school graduate 7.6% 6.5% 4.5% 3.1% -1.4 -4.5 -31.1% -59.2%
Some college 17.9% 14.0% 11.5% 9.1% -2.4 -8.8 -20.9% -49.2%
Bachelor's degree 29.4% 22.9% 21.9% 16.7% -5.2 -12.7 -23.7% -43.2%
Graduate school 38.5% 35.6% 34.1% 27.1% -7.0 -11.4 -20.5% -29.6%

*statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009



Table 2c.
Percentage of U.S. Adult Population Attending Opera, by Demographic Group: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)           Change (rate)
1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Opera 3.0% 3.3% 3.2% 2.1% -1.1 -0.9 -34.4% -30.0%

Sex
Men 2.7% 3.3% 2.8% 1.8% -1.0 -0.9 -35.7% -33.3%
Women 3.3% 3.5% 3.5% 2.4% -1.1 -0.9 -31.4% -27.3%

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic n/a 1.8% 1.8% 1.1% -0.7* n/a -38.9%* n/a
White n/a 3.6% 3.8% 2.6% -1.2 n/a -31.6% n/a
African American n/a 1.9% 1.1% 0.7% -0.4* n/a -36.4%* n/a
Other n/a 4.6% 2.5% 2.2% -0.3* n/a -12.0%* n/a

Age group
18-24 2.0% 2.7% 2.0% 1.2% -0.8* -0.8* -40.0%* -40.0%*
25-34 2.6% 2.7% 3.0% 1.7% -1.3 -0.9 -43.3% -34.6%
35-44 3.6% 3.3% 2.8% 2.5% -0.3* -1.1 -10.7%* -30.6%
45-54 3.9% 4.2% 4.0% 2.4% -1.6 -1.5 -40.0% -38.5%
55-64 3.5% 4.0% 4.2% 2.4% -1.8 -1.1* -42.9% -31.4%*
65-74 3.4% 4.0% 4.0% 2.9% -1.1* -0.5* -27.5%* -14.7%*
75+ 2.0% 1.7% 1.8% 1.8% 0.0 -0.2* 0.0% -10.0%*

Highest level of education
Grade school 0.5% 0.6% 0.2% 0.2% 0.0 -0.3* 0.0% -60.0%*
Some high school 0.5% 0.8% 0.8% 0.5% -0.3* 0.0 -37.5%* 0.0%
High school graduate 1.9% 1.4% 0.8% 0.7% -0.1* -1.2 -12.5%* -63.2%
Some college 3.8% 3.3% 2.8% 1.7% -1.1 -2.1 -39.3% -55.3%
Bachelor's degree 6.6% 5.5% 6.4% 4.1% -2.3 -2.5 -35.9% -37.9%
Graduate school 10.1% 11.6% 0.109 7.3% -3.6 -2.8* -33.0% -27.7%*

*statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009



Table 2d.
Percentage of U.S. Adult Population Attending Musicals, by Demographic Group: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)           Change (rate)
1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Musicals 18.6% 17.4% 17.1% 16.7% -0.4* -1.9 -2.3%* -10.2%

Sex
Men 16.6% 15.1% 14.0% 14.4% 0.4* -2.2 2.9%* -13.3%
Women 20.5% 19.6% 20.0% 18.9% -1.1* -1.6 -5.5%* -7.8%

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic n/a 8.8% 6.9% 8.1% 1.2* n/a 17.4%* n/a
White n/a 19.0% 20.1% 20.0% -0.1* n/a -0.5%* n/a
African American n/a 14.3% 10.3% 8.6% -1.7* n/a -16.5%* n/a
Other n/a 11.2% 11.9% 13.4% 1.5* n/a 12.6%* n/a

Age group
18-24 16.6% 15.6% 14.8% 14.5% -0.3* *-2.1 -2.0%* -12.7%*
25-34 19.8% 16.0% 15.4% 16.0% 0.6* -3.8 3.9%* -19.2%
35-44 23.1% 18.5% 19.1% 18.2% -0.9* -4.9 -4.7%* -21.2%
45-54 21.3% 22.4% 19.3% 17.4% -1.9* -3.9 -9.8%* -18.3%
55-64 18.7% 19.2% 19.7% 19.5% -0.2* 0.8* -1.0%* 4.3%*
65-74 13.9% 16.8% 16.6% 18.0% 1.4* 4.1 8.4%* 29.5%
75+ 8.9% 8.8% 10.1% 10.0% -0.1%* 1.1* -1.0%* 12.4%*

Highest level of education
Grade school 4.2% 3.0% 1.6% 1.7% 0.1* -2.5 6.3%* -59.5%
Some high school 6.1% 5.0% 4.1% 5.2% 1.1* -0.9* 26.8%* 14.8%*
High school graduate 13.3% 11.9% 9.1% 8.1% -1.0* -5.2 -11.0%* -39.1%
Some college 26.1% 21.4% 19.4% 17.1% -2.3 -9.0 -11.9% -34.5%
Bachelor's degree 37.4% 29.7% 30.2% 30.1% -0.1* -7.3 -0.3%* -19.5%
Graduate school 44.9% 37.3% 37.6% 37.9% 0.3* -7.0 0.8%* -15.6%

*statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009



Table 2e.
Percentage of U.S. Adult Population Attending Non-Musical Plays, by Demographic Group: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)           Change (rate)
1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Non-musical plays 11.9% 13.5% 12.3% 9.4% -2.9 -2.5 -23.6% -21.0%

Sex
Men 10.7% 12.3% 10.3% 8.2% -2.1 -2.5 -20.4% -23.4%
Women 12.9% 14.6% 14.2% 10.6% -3.6 -2.3 -25.4% -17.8%

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic n/a 8.6% 6.2% 4.3% -1.9* n/a -30.6%* n/a
White n/a 14.3% 14.2% 11.4% -2.8 n/a -19.7% n/a
African American n/a 12.0% 7.1% 5.5% -1.6* n/a -22.5%* n/a
Other n/a 10.0% 10.0% 6.1% -3.9 n/a -39.0% n/a

Age group
18-24 10.7% 13.2% 11.4% 8.2% -3.2 -2.5 -28.1% -23.4%
25-34 12.2% 12.2% 10.7% 9.2% -1.5* -3.0 -14.0%* -24.6%
35-44 15.3% 13.9% 13.0% 8.9% -4.1 -6.4 -31.5% -41.8%
45-54 13.4% 17.2% 15.2% 8.7% -6.5 -4.7 -42.8% -35.1%
55-64 11.5% 14.9% 13.8% 12.3% -1.5* 0.8%* -10.9%* 7.0%*
65-74 9.9% 13.3% 13.0% 11.0% -2.0* 1.1* -15.4%* 11.1%*
75+ 5.2% 6.7% 5.4% 7.4% 2.0* 2.2* 37.0%* 42.3%*

Highest level of education
Grade school 1.7% 1.8% 1.1% 0.7% -0.4* -1.0* -36.4%* -58.8%*
Some high school 3.5% 3.7% 3.7% 2.8% -0.9* -0.7* -24.3%* -20.0%*
High school graduate 7.0% 7.8% 5.7% 4.0% -1.7 -3.0 -29.8% -42.9%
Some college 16.4% 15.9% 12.7% 9.0% -3.7 -7.4 -29.1% -45.1%
Bachelor's degree 25.9% 23.2% 22.5% 17.5% -5.0 -8.4 -22.2% -32.4%
Graduate school 36.3% 35.4% 31.8% 24.3% -7.5 -12.0 -23.6% -33.1%

*statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009



Table 2f.
Percentage of U.S. Adult Population Attending Ballet, by Demographic Group: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)           Change (rate)
1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Ballet 4.2% 4.7% 3.9% 2.9% -1.0 -1.3 -25.6% -31.0%

Sex
Men 2.7% 3.6% 2.5% 2.2% -0.3* -0.5* -12.0%* -18.5%*
Women 5.5% 5.6% 5.1% 3.6% -1.5 -1.9 -29.4% -34.5%

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic n/a 3.5% 1.6% 2.2% 0.6* n/a 37.5%* n/a
White n/a 5.0% 4.7% 3.5% -1.2 n/a -25.5% n/a
African American n/a 2.6% 1.5% 1.1% -0.4* n/a -26.7%* n/a
Other n/a 5.7% 2.3% 1.8% -0.5* n/a -21.7%* n/a

Age group
18-24 3.9% 5.3% 2.6% 2.5% -0.1* -1.4 -3.8%* -35.9%
25-34 4.8% 4.8% 3.5% 2.3% -1.2 -2.5 -34.3% -52.1%
35-44 6.0% 4.9% 4.9% 3.4% -1.5 -2.6 -30.6% -43.3%
45-54 3.7% 5.0% 5.1% 3.2% -1.9 -0.5* -37.3% -13.5%*
55-64 3.7% 4.8% 3.3% 3.1% -0.2* -0.6* -6.1%* -16.2%*
65-74 3.0% 4.1% 3.3% 4.3% 1.0* 1.3* 30.3%* 43.3%*
75+ 1.6% 1.9% 2.2% 1.4% -0.8* -0.2* 36.4%* -12.5%*

Highest level of education
Grade school 0.4% 0.6% 0.4% 0.1% -0.3* -0.3* -77.5%* -77.5%*
Some high school 0.8% 1.4% 0.8% 0.6% -0.2* -0.2* -92.5%* -92.5%*
High school graduate 2.4% 2.1% 1.2% 1.0% -0.2* -1.4 -16.7%* -58.3%
Some college 5.9% 6.0% 3.9% 3.0% -0.9* -2.9 -23.1%* -49.2%
Bachelor's degree 9.7% 9.0% 7.2% 5.4% -1.8 -4.3 -25.0% -44.3%
Graduate school 13.2% 11.7% 12.9% 8.2% -4.7 -5.0 -36.4% -37.9%

*statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009



Table 2g.
Percentage of U.S. Adult Population Visiting Art Museums/Galleries, by Demographic Group: 1982, 1992, 2002, 2008

           Change (pp)           Change (rate)
1982 1992 2002 2008 (2002-2008) (1982-2008) (2002-2008) (1982-2008)

Art museums/galleries 22.1% 26.7% 26.5% 22.7% -3.8 +0.6* -14.3% +2.7%*

Sex
Men 21.0% 26.5% 24.6% 21.4% -3.2 0.4* -13.0% 1.9%*
Women 23.1% 26.9% 28.2% 24.0% -4.2 0.9* -14.9% 3.9%*

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic n/a 17.5% 16.1% 14.5% -1.6* n/a -9.9%* n/a
White n/a 28.6% 29.5% 26.0% -3.5 n/a -11.9% n/a
African American n/a 19.3% 14.8% 12.0% -2.8* n/a 18.9%* n/a
Other n/a 28.4% 32.7% 23.4% -9.3 n/a -28.4% n/a

Age group
18-24 22.7% 28.7% 23.7% 22.9% -0.8* 0.2* -3.4%* 0.9%*
25-34 26.5% 29.4% 26.7% 24.3% -2.4* -2.2* -9.0%* -8.3%*
35-44 27.1% 29.7% 27.4% 25.7% -1.7* -1.4* -6.2%* -5.2%*
45-54 22.0% 29.3% 32.9% 23.3% -9.6 1.3* -29.2% 5.9%*
55-64 18.9% 24.7% 27.8% 24.3% -3.5 5.4 -12.6% 28.6%
65-74 14.6% 20.4% 23.4% 19.9% -3.5 5.3 -15.0% 36.3%
75+ 8.3% 10.3% 13.4% 10.5% -2.9 2.2* -21.6% 26.5%*

Highest level of education
Grade school 2.7% 3.7% 4.5% 3.8% -0.7* 1.1* -15.6%* 40.7%*
Some high school 6.5% 7.1% 7.7% 9.2% 1.5* 2.7 19.5%* 41.5%
High school graduate 16.1% 16.4% 14.2% 9.6% -4.6 -6.5 -32.4% -40.4%
Some college 32.5% 34.5% 29.0% 23.8% -5.2 -8.7 -17.9% -26.8%
Bachelor's degree 44.6% 46.4% 46.6% 40.6% -6.0 -4.0 -12.9% -9.0%
Graduate school 55.9% 59.3% 58.6% 52.2% -6.4 -3.7* -10.9% -6.6%*

*statistically insignificant
pp = percentage points

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009



Table 3.
Percentage of Adult Population Performing or Creating Art, 2008

Jazz
Classical 

music Opera
Choir/ 

chorale
Musical 

plays

Non-
musical 

plays Dance
Painting/
drawing

Pottery/ 
ceramics

Weaving/
sewing Photography

Creative 
writing

Total 1.4% 3.1% 0.4% 5.2% 0.9% 0.8% 2.1% 9.0% 6.0% 13.1% 14.7% 6.9%

Sex
Men 2.1% 3.0% 0.3% 3.9% 0.7% 0.7% 1.4% 7.1% 4.5% 2.3% 13.3% 6.2%
Women 0.7% 3.2% 0.4% 6.3% 1.1% 0.8% 2.8% 10.7% 7.4% 23.2% 16.1% 7.5%

Race and ethnicity
Hispanic 0.8% 1.1% 0.0% 2.2% 0.4% 0.7% 1.5% 7.4% 3.6% 7.1% 10.9% 5.3%
White 1.5% 3.5% 0.3% 4.9% 1.0% 0.8% 2.2% 9.4% 6.9% 15.5% 16.1% 7.0%
African American 1.5% 2.0% 0.8% 10.3% 0.9% 1.2% 1.6% 6.8% 3.5% 7.6% 10.0% 7.5%
Other 1.5% 4.7% 0.5% 5.5% 0.5% 0.0% 3.5% 11.9% 6.1% 10.2% 16.2% 8.2%

Age group
18-24 2.9% 5.9% 0.5% 6.1% 2.1% 2.7% 2.9% 14.7% 6.4% 9.0% 17.8% 11.3%
25-34 0.9% 3.7% 0.2% 3.8% 0.7% 0.6% 2.2% 11.3% 6.1% 10.0% 16.1% 9.7%
35-44 1.5% 3.0% 0.5% 4.3% 0.5% 0.5% 1.8% 9.9% 7.5% 11.4% 18.6% 6.2%
45-54 1.3% 2.5% 0.2% 6.8% 0.9% 0.4% 2.1% 7.4% 7.0% 15.4% 14.6% 6.4%
55-64 1.3% 2.4% 0.2% 5.3% 0.4% 0.3% 1.8% 6.8% 5.4% 15.7% 13.0% 4.4%
65-74 0.6% 1.8% 0.5% 6.2% 1.3% 0.9% 3.1% 5.0% 4.1% 17.7% 10.4% 5.2%
75+ 0.5% 1.4% 0.7% 3.6% 0.6% 0.4% 1.5% 4.4% 2.1% 15.4% 5.5% 3.1%

Highest level of education
Grade school 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 2.6% 0.5% 0.0% 0.6% 3.2% 2.3% 9.5% 3.2% 1.5%
Some high school 1.6% 2.9% 0.5% 5.4% 1.0% 1.1% 0.8% 9.1% 4.4% 7.6% 10.0% 4.5%
High school graduate 0.5% 0.9% 0.3% 3.9% 0.4% 0.6% 1.6% 5.0% 4.0% 11.2% 8.3% 3.4%
Some college 1.6% 3.4% 0.4% 5.7% 1.1% 0.9% 2.8% 11.3% 7.5% 15.9% 17.0% 8.8%
Bachelor's degree 2.1% 4.5% 0.3% 5.6% 1.2% 0.8% 2.4% 11.1% 7.9% 15.0% 22.7% 9.5%
Graduate school 2.6% 8.0% 0.4% 7.8% 1.1% 0.9% 3.5% 13.3% 7.8% 15.2% 23.7% 12.7%

Source: Survey of Public Participation in the Arts

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
June 2009
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